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denied by Ney, Keynier, and Pelet. Massena must haFe
reproached himself for having omitted to reconnoitre the
strong position "before which he had lost several thousand
men, and which his army had now turned without meeting:
the least resistance. But Wellington was still more to Maine
for not having guarded that point, and surveyed the road
leading to it from Mortagoa. It was of no use for Mm to
say afterwards that he did not believe the road hail been
practicable for artillery, and that lie had besides ordered
Trant to cover Boialva with 2,000 militia. Such an excuse
is not permissible for experienced fighting men. It might
perfectly well be answered that as to the         of the load

the English commander should have reconnoitred it before
the battle, and that, in the second place, it is nofc enough for
the chief of an army to give orders, but tihat he should make
sure that they have been executed. Boialva is only a few
leagues from Busaco, and yet Wellington never ascertained
that this pass, so important to the safety of his arrnv, hacl
been guarded according to his orders; so that if Massena had
been better inspired, and had, during the night of the 26th,
sent an army corps to Boialva to attack the left flank of the
enemy, while threatening him in front with the rest of his
force, the English would certainly have suffered a sanguinary
defeat. From all this we conclude that in the circumstances
neither Wellington nor Massena showed Mmself equal to his
high reputation; and that they deserved the blame which.
their contemporaries addressed to them, and which history
will confirm.re.
